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DAVID M. HARTT, CPA 
A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REVIEW REPORT 

Thirty Seventh Judicial District Public Defender 
Caldwell Parish, Louisiana 

I have reviewed the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities of the Thirty Seventh 
Judicial District Public Defender, a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police Jtuy, as of June 3 1, 2021, and the 
related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise ihe Public Defender's basic financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents. A review includes primarily applying analytical procedures to 
management's financial data and making inquiries of the Public Defender's management. A review is substantially 
less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements 
as a whole. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement whether due to fraud or error. 

Accountant's Responsibility 

My responsibility is to conduct the review in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and 
Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of the AICPA. Those standards 
require me to perform procedures to obtain limited assurance as a basis for reporting whether 1 am aware of any 
material modifications that should be made to the financial statements for them to be in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. I believe that the results of my procedures provide 
a reasonable basis for my conclusion. 

I am required to be independent of the Thiity Seventh Judicial District Public Defender and to meet my other 
ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to my review, 

Accountant's Conclusion 

Based on my review, 1 am not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the accompanying 
financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America. 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Management has omitted Management's Discussion and Analysis and the Budgetary Comparison Schedule that 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United Stales of America require to be presented to supplement the 
basic financial statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is 
required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers them to be an essential part of financial 
statements and for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. 

P.O. Box 1332 WEST MONROE, LA 71294 - (•<ti8y'^i2-6:^67 David@dinhurtt.coni 
MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND SOCIETY oi-- LOUISIANA CPAS 



Thirty Seventh Judicial Public Defender Publie Defender. 
Caldwell Parish, Louisiana 

Other Supplementary Information 

The other supplementary information is presented for purposes of additional analysis and also is not a 
required pait of the basic financial statements, The information is the representation of management. I 
have reviewed the information and, based on my review, I am not aware of any material modifications 
that should be made to the information in order for it to be in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 1 have not audited the other supplementary 
information and, accordingly, I do not express an opinion on such information. 

Report on Agreed-Upon Procedures 

in accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law, I have 
issued a report, dated November 22, 2021, on the results of the agreed-upon procedures. 

CPA (^,^/icJ) 

West Monroe, Louisiana 
November 22, 2021 



Assefs 

THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DIS I RIC'I' 
INDIGENT DEFENDER FUND 

COEUMRJA. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION 

JUNE 30. 2021 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 52,816 

Total Assets 52,816 

Liabilities 

Payroll Taxes Payable 
Tola! Liabilities 

784 
784 

Net Position 

Net Position - Unrestricted 52,032 

Total Net Position 52,816 

See accompanying notes and Independent Accountant's Review Report. 



THIRTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRIC T 
INDIGENT DEFENDER FUND 

COLUMBIA. LOUISIANA 
STATEMENT OF ACTlVI'l'lES 

FOR TI IE YEAR ENDED JUNE 2021 

Genera] Revenues 
State Appropriations 
Statutoiy Fines, Forfeitures, Fees, Court Costs & Other 

Total Revenues 

203,967 
53,092 

257,059 

Expenses 
Persona] Sei'vices and Benefits 

Salaries 
Professional Development 

Dues, Licenses & Registrations 
Operating Costs 

Contract Services - Attorney/Legal 
Contract Scivices - Other 
Other 

Total Operating Expenses 

36,164 

0 

185,678 
16,150 
1,875 

239,867 

Change in Net Position 

Net Position - Beginning 

17,192 

34.840 

NET POSITION - ENDING 52.032 

See accompanying notes and Independent Accountant's Review Report. 



THE TMIRTY SEVEN TH JUDICIAL DIS'l'RlCT PUBLIC DEFENDER 
CALDWELL PARISH. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Introduction 

The Thirty Seventh Judicial District Public Defender (Public Defender), established in compliance with 
Louisiana Revised Statute 15:144-149, provides counsel to represent indigents (needy individuals) in 
criminal and quasi-criminal cases at the district court level. The Judicial District encompasses the Parish 
of Caldwell, Louisiana. Revenues to finance the Public Defender's operations are provided primarily 
from court costs on fines imposed by the various courts within the Judicial District, bail bond revenues, 
and Louisiana Indigent Defender Board grants. The Public Defender has one employee. Three attorneys 
serve as public defenders. 

Note I - Summai-y of Significant Accounting Policies 

Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying basic financial statements of the Thirty Seventh Judicial District Public 
Defender have been prepared in conformity with governmental accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. The accompanying basic financial statements have been prepared 
in conformity with GASB Statement 34, Basic Financial Sfafenienis - and Management's 
Discussion and Analysis -for State and Local Governments, issued in June 1999. 

Reporting Entity 

The Public Defender is part of the operations of the District Court System. However, the 
District Court System is fiscally dependent on the Caldwell Parish Police Juiy for office space 
and courtrooms. In addition, the Police July's basic financial statements would be incomplete or 
misleading without inclusion of the Public Defender. For these reasons, the Public Defender 
was determined to be a component unit of the Caldwell Parish Police Jury, the financial 
reporting entity. 

The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the 
Public Defender and do not present information on the Police Jury, the general government 
services provided by those governmental units, or the other governmental units that comprise the 
financial reporting entity. 

Fund Accounting 

The Public Defender uses funds to maintain its financial records during the year. Fund 
accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid management by segregating 
transactions related to certain functions and activities. A fund is defined as a separate fiscal and 
accounting entity with a self-balancing .set of accounts. 



THB THIRTY SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFENDER 
CALDWELL PARiSH. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR TEIE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Note I - Sumtnafv of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Governmental Funds 

Governmental funds account for all or most of the Public Defender's general activities, These 
funds focus on the sources, uses and balances of current financial resources. Expendable assets 
are assigned to the various governmental funds according to the purposes for which they may be 
used. Current liabilities are assigned to the fund from which they will be paid. The difference 
between a governmental fund's assets and liabilities is reported as fund balance. In general, 
fund balance represents the accumulated expendable rcsoui'ces which may be used to finance 
future period programs or operations of the Public Defender. The following are the Public 
Defender's governmental funds: 

General Fund - the primary operating fund of the Public Defender. It accounts for all financial 
resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. The General Fund is 
available for any purpose provided it is expended or ti'ansferred in accordance with state and 
federal laws. 

Other Fund - accumulates the proceeds for the Louisiana Public Defender Board grants and their 
related expenditures. 

Measurement Focus/Basis of Accounting 

Fund Financial Statements -

The amounts reflected in the General Fund arc accounted for using a current financial resources 
measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are 
generally included on the balance sheet. The statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in 
fund balance reports on the sources (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and uses (i.e., 
expenditures and other financing uses) of current financial resources. This approach is then 
reconciled to a government-wide view of Public Defender operations. 

The amounts reflected in the General Fund use the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under 
the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual 
(i.e., when they become both measurable and available). Measui'able means the amount of the 
transaction can be determined and available means collectible within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. The Public Defendei' considers all 
revenues available if they are collected within 60 days after the fiscal year end. Expenditures are 
recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, except for interest and principal payments on 
general long-term debt which is recognized when due, and certain compensated absences and 
claims and judgments which are recognized when the obligations are expected to be liquidated 
with expandable available financial re.sources. The governmental funds use the following 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues - In the General Fund, court costs on fines and forfeitures imposed by the Public 
Defender and city courts, and bail bond revenues arc recorded in the year they are collected by 
tax collectors or Parish Sheriff, provided they are received within 60 days of the fiscal year end. 



THE THIRTY SBVCNTI1 JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFRNDBR 
CALDWELL PARISH. BOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL S rATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Fund Financial Statements {continued)-

Expenditures - Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Government-Wide Financial Statements (GWFS)-

The Statement of Net Position and Statement of Activities display information about the Public 
Defender as a whole. These statements include all the financial activities of the Public 
Defender. Information contained in these Statements reflects the economic resources 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. 

Program Revenues -

Program revenue ineluded in the Statement of Activities is derived directly from I^ublic 
Defender users as a fee for services; program revenues reduce the cost of the function to be 
financed from the Public Defender's general revenues. 

Budgets 

The Public Defender adopted a budget as part of the funding requirement for the year ended 
June 30, 2021. 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and time deposits. 
Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original 
maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the Public Defender may deposit funds in demand 
deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with state banks organized under 
Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. 

Capital Assets 

The Public Defender has no capital assets. 

Compensated Absences 

The Public Defender does not have a formal leave policy. 



THE THIRTY SRVRNTH JUDICIAL DISTRIC T PUBLIC DEFENDER 
CALDWELL PARISH. LOuisiANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United Slates of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent 
assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues, 
expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those 
estimates. 

Fund Equity 

GASB Statement No. 54 establishes standards for five fund balance classifications that comprise 
a hierarchy based primarily on the extent to which a government is bound to observe constraints 
imposed upon the use of resources reported in government funds. The nonspendable fund 
balance classification includes amounts that cannot be spent because they are either (a) not in 
spendable form - prepaid items or inventories; or (b) legally or contractually required to be 
maintained intact. 

The spendable portion of the fund balance comprises the remaining four classifications: 
restricted, committed, assigned and unassigned. 

Restricted Fund Balance - This classification reflects the constraints imposed on resources either 
(a) externally by creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or 
(b) imposed by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

Committed Fund Balance — These amounts can only be used for specific purposes pursuant to 
constraints imposed by formal resolutions or ordinances of the board of directors. Those 
committed amounts cannot be used for any other purpose unless the board of directors removes 
the specified use by taking the same type of action imposing the commitment. This 
classification also includes contractual obligations to the extent that existing resources in the 
fund have been specifically committed for use in satisfying those contractual requirements, 

Assigned Fund Balance - This classification reflects the amounts constrained by the Public 
Defender's "intent" to be used for specific purposes, but are neither restricted nor committed. 
The board of directors and management has the authority to assign amounts to be used for 
specific purposes. Assigned fund balances include all remaining amounts (except negative 
balances) that are reported in governmental funds, other than the general fund, that are not 
classified as nonspendable and are neither restricted not committed. 

Unassigned Fund Balance - This fund balance is the residual classification for the general fund. 
It is also used to report negative fund balances in other governmental funds. 



THR THIRTY SEVENTH JUDICIAL PIS TRIC r PUBLIC DEFENDER 
CALDWELL PARISH. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FO.R;r:HH YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Note 1 - Summai'v of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Fund Equity (continued) 

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available For use, it is the council's policy is 
to use externally restricted resources first, then unresti'icted resources - committed, assigned and 
unassigned — in order as needed. 

Note 2 - Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Under slate law, the Public Defender fund may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest 
bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 2021, 
the Public Defender fund has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $52,816, 

Custodial Credit Risk: Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that, in the event of the 
failure of a depositoiy financial institution, the government will not be able to recover its 
deposits. Under state law, the deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by 
federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market 
value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all limes equal or 
exceed the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the 
pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both 
parties. Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial 
bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Public 
Defender fund that the fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
Further, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1224 states that securities held by a third pait>' shall be 
deemed to be held in the Public Defender's name. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, or 
the resulting bank balances, must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the 
federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent 
bank. These deposits are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Cash (bank balances) at June 30, 
2021, total 64,555 and are fully secured by federal deposit insurance and pledged securities. 

Note 3 - Risk Management 

fhe Public Defender currently carries no insurance. The attorneys are reimbursed a portion of 
their professional liability premium. 

Note 4 - Contingencies 

fhe Public Defender receives State grants for specific purposes that are subject to review and 
audit by State agencies. Such audits could result in a request for reimbursement for expenditures 
disallowed under the terms and conditions of the appropriate agency. In the opinion of the 
Public Defender, such disallowances, if any, will not be significant. 



TUB THIRTY SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DBFENDER 
CALDWELL PARISH, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Note 5 - Governmental Revenues and Expenditures 

For the year ended June 30, 2021, the major sources of governmental fund revenues and 
expenditures were as follows: 

Revenue 
State Government Appropriation - General $ 203,967 
Local Government 41,694 
Charges for Services 11.398 

Total Revenues S 257.059 

Expenditures 
Personal Services and Benefits 

Salaries $ 36,164 

Operating Costs 
Contract Services - Attorney/Legal 185,678 
Contract Services - Other 16,150 
Other IJ175 

Total 203.703 

Total Expenditures $ 239,867 

Note 6 - Subsequent Events 

Subsequent events were evaluated through November 22, 2021, which is the date the financial 
statements were available to be issued. 

10 



THRITY SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DBFHNDbR 
CALDWELL PARISH. LOUISIANA 

SCHLDULB OF COMPENSATION, BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS TO 
AGENCY HEAD OR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

L-ouis Champagne 
Pubiie Defender 

Purpose: 
Attorney Fees $ 86,874 
Hospitalizalion Insurance 
Travel Reimbursements 

Total 86,874 

11 



THIRTY SBVBN TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFBNDBR 
CAI.DWELL PARISH. LOUISIANA 

JUSTICE SYSTEM FUNDING SCHEDULE - RECEIVING ENTITY 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

First Six 
Month Period 

Ended 
12/31/2020 

Second Six 
Month Period 

Ended 
6/30/2021 

Receipts From: 
Louisiana State Appropriations 
Caldwell Parish Sheriff, Criminal Court Costs/Fees 
Pre-Trial Diversion 

94,990 
14,810 

400 

8,977 
19,014 

850 

Total Receipts $ 210,200 28,841 

Ending Balance of Amounts Assessed But 
Not Received 

12 



DAVID M. HARTT, CPA 
A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT ON 
APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

To The Thirty Seventh Judicial District Public Defender and 
the Louisiana Legislative Auditor: 

1 have performed the procedures enumerated below, which were agreed to by the Thirty Seventh 
Judicial District Public Defender and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor (the specified parties), on the Public 
Defender's compliance with certain laws and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana 
Attestation Questionnaire during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021, as required by Louisiana Revised 
Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide. The Public Defender's management is 
responsible for its financial records and compliance with applicable laws and regulations, The sufficiency 
of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified parties. Consequently, 1 make no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures enumerated below either for the purpose for 
which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
The procedures and associated findings are as follows: 

Public Bid Law 
1. Obtain documentation for all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding 

$30,000, and public works exceeding $250,000. Compare the documentation for these expenditures to 
Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 39:1551-39:1775 (the state procurement code) or R.S. 38:2211-2296 
(the public bid law), whichever is applicable; and report whether the expenditures were made in 
accordance with these laws. 

No expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $30,000, and no 
expenditures were made for public works exceeding $250,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 
2. Obtain a list of the immediate family members of each board member as defined by R.S. 42:1101-1124 

(the ethics law). 

Management provided me with the requested information. 

3. Obtain a list of all employees paid during the fiscal year. 

Management provided me with the requested infonnation. 

4. Report whether any employees' names appear on both lists obtained in Procedures 2 and 3. 

None of the employees included on the list provided by management for agreed-upon Procedure 3 
appeared on the list provided by management for agreed-upon Procedure 2. 

5. Obtain a list of all disbursements made during the year; and a list of outside business interests of board 
members, employees, and board members' and employees' immediate families. Report whether any 
vendors appear on both lists. 

Management provided the requested information. None ofthe businesses of board members, employees, 
and board members' and employees' immediate families appeared as vendors on the list of 
disbursements. 

P.O. Box 1332 WEST MONROE, LA 71294 - (318)512-6367 I>it\id@dmliai'tt.eom 
MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPAS 



Budgeting 

6. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments. 

Management provided me with a copy of the original budget. Management represented that there were 
no amendments to the budget during the year. 

7. Trace documentation for the adoption of the budget and approval of any amendments to the minute book, 
and report whether there are any exceptions. 

No meeting held, Public Defender prepares his own budget. 

8. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. Report 
whether actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 5% or more, and whether actual 
expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by 5% or more. (For agencies that must comply with the 
Licensing Agency Budget Act only, compare the expenditures of the final budget to actual expenditures, 
and report whether actual expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by 10% or more per category or 5% 
or more in total). 

I compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. 
Actual revenues exceeded budgeted revenues. Expenditures for the year did not exceed budgeted 
amounts by more than 5%. 

Accounting and Reporting 

9. Obtain the list of ail disbursements made during the fiscal year. Randomly select six disbursements, and 
obtain documentation from management for these disbursements. Compare the selected disbursements 
to the supporting documentation, and; 

(a) Report whether the six disbursements agree to the amount and the payee in the supporting 
documentation. 

Each of the six selected disbursements agreed with the amount and payee in the supporting 
documentation. 

(b) Report whether the six disbursements were coded to the coirect fund and general ledger account. 

All of the disbursements were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

(c) Report whether the six disbursements were approved in accordance with management's policies and 
procedures. 

The Public Defender's policies and procedures state that the Public Defender must approve all 
disbursements. Documentation supporting each of the six selected disbursements included the 
signature of the Public Defender, 

Meetings 

10. Obtain evidence from management to support that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book 
were posted or advertised as required by R.S. 42:11 through 42:28 (the open meetings law); and I'eport 
whether there are any exceptions. 

No public meeting were held during the year. 

14 



Debt 

11. Obtain bank deposit slips for the fiscal year, and scan the deposit slips in order to identify and report 
whether there are any deposits that appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 
If any such proceeds arc identified, obtain from management evidence of approval by the State Bond 
Commission, and report any exceptions. 

I scanned copies of all bank deposit slips for the fiscal year, and noted no deposits which appeared to 
be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

Advances and Bonuses 

12. Obtain the list of payroll disbursements and meeting minutes of the governing board, if applicable. 
Scan these documents to identify and report whether there are any payments or approval of payments 
to employees that may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts, 

I scanned payroll disbursements and read the meeting minutes of the District's board ofcommissioncrs 
for the fiscal year. I found no payments or approval for payments to employees that would constitute 
bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Slate Audit Law 

13. Report whether the agency provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S. 24:513. 

The Public Defender's report was submitted timely. 

14. Inquire of management and report whether the agency entered into any contracts that utilized state 
funds as defined in R.S. 39:72.1 A. (2); and that were subject to the public bid law (R.S. 38:2211, et 
seq.), while the agency was not in compliance with R.S. 24:513 (the audit law). 

Management represented that the Public Defender entered into no contracts during the fiscal year that 
was subject to the public bid law. 

Prior-Yea}' Coinments 

15. Obtain and report management's representation as to whether any prior-year suggestions, exceptions, 
recommendations, and/or comments have been resolved. 

My prior year report, dated December 7, 2020, did not include suggestions, exceptions, 
recommendations, and comments. 

This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the standards applicable to 
attestation engagements contained in Govern}nent Auditing Standards, issued by the United States 
Comptroller General. I was not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review, the objective of 
which would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on the Public Defender's 
compliance with the foregoing matters. Accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had 
I performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to my attention that would have been 
reported to you. 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of testing performed on the Public Defender's 
compliance with certain laws and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation 
Questionnaire, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit 
Guide, and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on control or compliance. Accordingly, 
this report is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is 
distributed by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

West Monroe, Louisiana A/av ^CPA CAPAC^ 
November 22,2021 * 
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THIRTY SBVHN TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFF.NDRR 
CALDWELL PARISH, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF FlNDINCiS AND OULS nONED COSTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Section I - Financial Statement Findings 

No findings were reported under this section. 
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THIRTY SEVENTH JUDICAL DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFENDER 
CALDWRLL PARISH. LOUISIANA 

STATUS OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 2021 

Section I - Financial Statement Findings 

No findings were reported in this section, 

17 



LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

Dear Chief Executive Officer: 

Attached is the Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire that is to be completed by you or your staff. This 
questionnaire is a required part of the review/attestation engagement of Louisiana government agencies. 
Upon completion, the questionnaire must be presented to and adopted by the governing body, if any, of 
your organization by means of a formal resolution in an open meeting. Independently elected governmental 
officials should sign the document, in lieu of such a resolution. 

The completed attestation questionnaire and a copy of the adoption instrument, if appropriate, must be 
given to the independent certified public accountant at the beginning of the engagement. The CPA 
will, during the course of his engagement, perform certain agreed-upon procedures to the responses in the 
questionnaire. It is not necessary to return the questionnaire to my office. 

Certain portions of the questionnaire may not be applicable to your organization. In such cases, it is 
appropriate to mark the representation "not applicable." However, you must respond to each applicable 
representation. A 'yes' answer indicates that you have complied with the applicable law or regulation. A 
'no' answer to any representation indicates a possible violation of law or regulation and, as such, should be 
fully explained. These matters will be reviewed by the CPA during the course of his engagement. Please 
feel free to attach a further explanation of any representation. 

Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Daryl G. Purpera, CPA, CPE 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor 



LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

August 31, 2021 

David M. Hartt, CPA fAPACI 
PC 60x1332 
West Monroe, LA 71294 

In connection with your review of our financial statements as of June 30, 2021 and for the year then 
ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental 
Audit Guide, we make the foilowing representations to you. We accept full responsibility for our 
compliance with the foilowing laws and regulations and the internal controls over compliance with such 
laws and regulations. We have evaluated our compliance with the foilowing laws and regulations prior to 
making these representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of June 30, 2021 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have complied with the public bid law, R.S. Title 38:2211-2296, and, where applicable, 
the regulations of the Division of Administration and the State Purchasing Office. 

Yes[X] No[ I 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 

it is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a service, 
loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1101-1124. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

it is true that no member of the immediate family of any member of the governing authority, or the chief 
executive of the governmental entity, has been employed by the governmental entity after April 1, 1980, 
under circumstances that would constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1119. 

YesfX] No[ ] 

Budgeting 

We have compiled with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act {R.S. 
39:1301-15), R.S. 39:33, or the budget requirements of R.S. 39:1331-1342, as applicable. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exempt governmental records are available as a public record and have been retained for at least 
three years, as required by R.S. 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

We have filed our annual financial statements in accordance with R.S. 24:514, and 33:463 where 
applicable. 

Yes [X] No [ ] 

We have had our financial statements reviewed in accordance with R.S. 24:513, 
Yes [X] No I ] 

We have complied with R.S. 24:513 A. (3) regarding disclosure of compensation, reimbursements, 
benefits and other payments to the agency head, political subdivision head, or chief executive officer. 

Yes [X] No [ ] 

Meetings 

We have complied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in R.S. 42:11 through 42:28. 
Yes[X] No[ ] 



It Is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to make purchases 
in the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreements, 
without the approval of the State Bond Commission, as provided by Articie VII, Section 8 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution. Articie V[, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and R.S. 39:1410,60-
1410,65. 

Yes[X] No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VII, 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, R.S. 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729, 

Yes [XI No[ ] 

Wo have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as wet! as any 
contradictions to the foregoing representations. We have made available to you documentation relating 
to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

Wo have provided you with any communications from regulatory agencies or other sources concerning 
any possible noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any communications 
received between the end of the period under examination and the issuance of this report. We 
acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncompliance that may occur subsequent 
to the Issuance of your report. 

Secretary Date 

^ A Treasurer Date 

d (President ^ ^ ^ / Date 


